
Phonics & Early Reading 
Curriculum Evening
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Why is reading important?

Unless a pupil can read, they 
cannot access learning to the 
full.

Fluent readers can learn more 
simply.



How do children learn to read?

Recognising words (decoding)

Language comprehension 
(understanding)



Phonics explained.
Step 1 Decoding

Recognising a letter.

Say the sound it represents.

Eg s a t p i n

Letter formation with a rhyme.

Pure sounds video clip

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Grapheme = what does it look 
like? What letter do I write for 

the sound I want to use?

Digraph Trigraph

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hizOVyJ6ZeLdse1zcdGAr9gj2shlOUFS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a8oEhOL7PL34utLuoC5EoTyyMZIglIKN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qE0U6NvFTrQUQMw263oFf8lW4lVFn-SQ/view?usp=sharing






If you have to sound
out every word it is

hard to remember
what you read so
understanding is
impossible.



Tricky words





Phonically decodable Books coming home
The teacher changes these each friday

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Why do they read the books so often at school and then 
still bring them home?



Early reading

A person can read 
accurately but 
without pleasure 
or practice.



vocabulary



Reading in school 

Daily phonic lessons

Regular planned guided reading sessions and whole class reading 
sessions.

Our libraries and Book corners 

Story time

Support for all pupils

Learning to read and reading to learn



for the love of reading

Give your child 
the chance to 
re-read books 
they know well.



To support your child 
Talk with them 

Phonics

Love of reading 

Reading with someone 

Parent information page.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources
/for-parents/ 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


What to do if it’s not going so well
Little and often

Routine

Find the digraphs, trigraphs, tricky words

Keep it fun

Discuss the vocabulary.

Longer words? No problem - snap them!




